At 10 p. m., on the 10th July 1876, I was summoned to a poor native woman residing in the town, who was said to have been in labour of her tenth child for some days. I was taken to a small, badly ventilated hut, where I fouud the patient, a woman of about 35 years of age, lying on an old mat on the floor, with a block of wood under her head for a pillow.
/
Tanjore District. / REMARKS ON PUERPERAL TETANUS : ILLUSTRATED BY A CASE.
At 10 p. m., on the 10th July 1876, I was summoned to a poor native woman residing in the town, who was said to have been in labour of her tenth child for some days. I was taken to a small, badly ventilated hut, where I fouud the patient, a woman of about 35 years of age, lying on an old mat on the floor, with a block of wood under her head for a pillow.
I learnt on inquiry that labour pains had set in four days previously, that they were vigorous and frequent at the commencement, but that subsequently they became weak, and the intervals between each prolonged. The membranes had ruptured at 3 a.m. of the day on which I was called in. The woman complained of urgent thirst; the tongue was rough and dry; pulse 126, small and frequent ; the bowels were said to be free, but there had been no action of the bladder for three days. On examination, the abdomen was found hot ; the uterus large and firmly contracted on the body of the foetus; the external parts were a good deal swollen, and the passages hot and tender.
All uterine action had ceased, and there was no indication of foetal life. The head was found presenting, but firmly impacted in the hollow of the sacrum.
There was much rigidity of the perinseum.
Having made an unsuccessful attempt to relieve the bladder, I proceeded to extract the child by craniotomy. The foetus was a male, and of large size. The placenta was found adherent, and its separation was followed by flooding to some extent. With the exception that the lochia were unusually scanty, no untoward symptom presented itself until the sixth day, when it was found that there was a free purulent discharge from the vagina. On next day tetanic symptoms appeared and rapidly increased in severity?the opisthotonic form of convulsion being frequent and severe. For two days the convulsions continued, and the woman expired exhausted on the tenth day.
The intellect remained clear to the last. 
